Youth of the Year

>

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF CITRUS COUNTY



National Youth of the Year
Program

e |s sponsored by Reader’s Digest
e Promotes and recognizes service to the Club
e Recognizes academic performance

e Values contributions to family and spiritual
life.

e Promotes leadership

e Encourages contributions of time and effort
to the community




The National Youth of the Year

e Receives a combined $26,000 in regional
and national scholarships

e The award is made by the president of the
United States

e The recipient becomes a teen spokesperson
for all Boys & Girls Club members.



We begin by selecting Youths of
the Month at each club site.




Each Club selects its Youth of the Year
based on:

Good grades and school performance
High moral character

Leadership abilities

Willingness to give back to the community

Should be 14 years of age or older (to qualify for
National Youth of the Year)



Boys & Girls Clubs of Citrus
County Youth of the Year

e Candidates are selected by each club staff
from their Youths of the Month.

e Each clubs’ Youth of the Year will attend the
Steak & Steak Dinner.

e Of the three Youth of the Year candidates,
one will be chosen as Boys & Girls Clubs of
Citrus County Youth of the Year.



Youth of the Year candidates write
essays that include:

e How they feel about being a member of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Citrus County;

e \What they have learned through membership
In their club and how the programs affect
their personal lives;

e Possible plans for the future.



The Homosassa Club’s Youth of
the Year I1s Trisha Frase

e She has been an active club
member for 9 years.

e Trishais 14 years old and
attends Crystal River Middle
School.

e Trisha is thinking about
going to school to be a
pediatrician. She likes to
work with children.




Trisha writes:
o

“..For me t he c¢cl ub 1 s much
and be watched over, | t ' s
myself. It’s a place where

things. Most of all its a place to learn about life. The
club provides programs that instill character &
leadership development, sportsmanship & health,
and life skills. Through these programs I have
acquired multiple awards involving citizenship,
academic achievement, chorus, sportsmanshlp and
perfect attendance.



The Inverness Club’s Youth of the
Year Is Megan Atkinson

e Meganis 15 years old and a
student at Inverness Middle
School.

e She is an A/B student.

e She enjoys the cooking
activities at her club,
especially the cookies.

e Megan plans to be a sign
language interpreter.




Megan writes:

“...When | am at the Club there is never a
dull moment. | like to spend time talking with
my friends and doing activities with my
friends.

...Being at the Club is a whole lot better than

being home alone with nothing to do. | feel
safe when | am at the club and know that |
am in safe hands.”



The Crystal River Club’s Youth of
the Year is Roy Cooper.

Roy is 14 years old and
attends West coast Christian
School.

e He has attended BGCCC for
6 years (2 years in Crystal
River.)

e Roy says the Crystal River
Club is a great place. He
said, “We have a lot of
activities, go on field trips,
and have a blast.”




Roy writes:
—

“...Young people like me need to know that
someone cares about them and she (Roy’s
mother) saw that in the Boys & Girls Club.
...What my mom saw in the Boys & Girls
Clubs programs and services have truly
helped me to grow. | try to be a civic-minded,
trustworthy, and empathetic young man. *



Boys & Girls Clubs of Citrus
County Youths of the Year

e \We congratulate Trisha Frase, Roy Cooper,
and Megan Atkinson as Boys & Girls Clubs
of Citrus County Youths of the Year.

e \We are proud of their achievements and the
role that the Boys & Girls Clubs of Citrus
County have played in their growth.



Boys & Girls Clubs are “The
Positive Places for Kids.”

The young people who earn recognition as
Youth of the Year are living proof that Boys &
Girls Clubs work. Indeed, there is no stronger

testi mony that Clubs al
Pl ace for Kids. o



